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The Politics of History and Memory in Eastern 
Europe and Asia
 
The end of the Cold War has led to shifts in the memoryscapes 
in countries in Eastern Europe and Asia. 

This lecture series will show how at the backdrop of the chan-
ging world order since the 1990s memory and history are 
constantly rewritten and contested both in a national and 
transnational framework.

It will analyse the dynamics of history and memory in coun-
tries that witnessed the collapse of socialism on the one hand 
(Poland, Ukraine, Romania, and Kazakhstan) and the nominal 
survival of one-communist party role on the other (China, 
Laos, and Vietnam). Japan constitutes a special case, but here 
as well representations of historical memory underwent signi-
ficant changes since the end of the Cold War. 

General questions will concern the main actors of memory 
politics as well as the changes of the leading memory com-
munities.

The papers will be presented by leading scholars in the field 
from England, Ukraine and Germany.

4. Mai 2016 Dr. Carola Lau  
 (Berlin) 
 
 „Die Erinnerung an den Kommunismus in  
 Rumänien – Akteure, Debatten und trans- 
 nationale Bezüge”

1. Juni 2016 Margarete Zimmermann  
 (Münster/Jena) 
 
 „Gemeinsame Tragödie – geteilte Erinnerungen.  
 Die Russische Orthodoxe Kirche im post- 
 sowjetischen Geschichtsdiskurs in Kasachstan”

8. Juni 2016 Thomas T. Kane, PhD  
 (University of Massachusetts Boston)

 “The Legacy of the American-Vietnam War:  
 Consequences and Commemorations 50  
 Years On” 

22. Juni 2016 Prof. Dr. Martin Großheim 
 (Passau)
 
 „‚Das Vaterland vergisst Euer Opfer nicht’ –  
 Kriegsgedenken in Vietnam”

Termine jeweils Mittwoch, 18 bis 20 Uhr, Phil HS 3 
 


